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The Australian Guild of Music  (AGME) is a specialist provider of Music and
Speech Education, from Beginner Levels to internationally recognised
Licentiates, Fellowships and Degrees. The Guild was founded in 1969
when its parent organisation, the London College of Music ceased
operations in Australia. Gordon Blake, from the LCM, supported by a group
of like-minded individuals, created a centre of excellence that could deliver
music education and examinations to all Australians, regardless of
geographic location. In the intervening fifty-two years, the Guild has
expanded its work from a Public Exam Board, to an Education Centre, a
Higher Education Provider and Institute of Higher Learning. 

The Higher Education Department is based in Melbourne, Victoria,
with staff in Australia, Europe, Asia and North America and students
in locations as diverse as Botswana, Canada, Hong Kong, Singapore
and New Zealand - as well as Australia. Degree and Diploma 
 students can work with instrumental tutors in person in their own
region or with Guild Experts Online, located anywhere in the world. 
 
The Bachelor of Music Degree was first accredited in 2002 by the
Victorian Minister of Education. In 2006, the Guild was awarded
official status as a Higher Education Provider It is regulated by
TEQSA, the Tertiary Education Quality and Standards Agency. Until
2020 and the advent of COVID, it was Australia's only Music Degree
with a Performance Major accredited to be delivered online and
LIVE-Online. 
 
At a time when the COVID-19 pandemic was making Education and
International Education difficult for many, the Guild adapted its skills
as Australia’s most experienced and oldest provider of online music
education and opened to accept International Students to study
from their home countries. Fees were lowered, students accepted
from anywhere in the world and a COVID scholarship system was
introduced for those wanting to study through a period of other
limitations. 
 
AGME is focused on continual improvement through best practice
methodologies and strives to maintain its position as a leader in
higher education in music. The flexible nature of the course equips
graduates with a strong foundation for a lifetime of learning and
music-making regardless of geographical location. 

ABOUT

THE 

GUILD



Our short course certificates are designed to allow students to gain knowledge in a
particular area of interest or build on existing skills. With 12 certificates covering different
discipline areas and levels of interest students undertake 1 term subjects at their own
pace. 
Areas include Musicianship, Music Technology, Music History, Collaborative studies and
Musicology. 

Graduates are prepared fully for further higher study and a range of employment contexts and
opportunities.

AGME is a leader in LIVE-Online higher education. We deliver programs to students with
a mix of LIVE-Online Lectures and Tutorials as well as through recorded content for
students unable to attend classes. This flexible course of study equips graduates with a
strong foundation for a lifetime of learning and music making.

AGME has the resources, staff expertise and facilities to create dedicated musicians,
developing and preparing them for entry into a rewarding fulfilling life-time career.

ABOUT OUR SHORT

COURSES

MUSICOLOGY

CERTIFICATES

Certificates of Musicology offer 2 options focused on particular units based on our Music as a
Culture discipline stream. Certificates cover the history of music and collaborative studies. 
Music is influenced by the culture that it reflects and everything around it. It is also an
influencer, and permeates every aspect of the world that we live in. We believe that every
student needs to have a broad knowledge of the history of music and the music in society in
order to inform their own performing, teaching and composing. They should finish with the tools
to be able to explore any aspect of music that interests them or will inform their work as a
musician, teacher, producer etc. 



KEY

DATES

STUDY PERIOD 1
Orientation Week Starts   24/01/2022
Orientation Week Ends   28/01/2022
Teaching Starts   31/01/2022
Census Date  18/02/2022
Teaching Ends   22/04/2022
Exam Week Starts   23/04/2022
Exam Week Ends   29/04/2022

STUDY PERIOD 2
Orientation Week Starts   23/05/2022
Orientation Week Ends   27/05/2022
Teaching Starts   30/05/2022
Census Date  17/06/2022
Teaching Ends   19/08/2022
Exam Week Starts   20/08/2022
Exam Week Ends   26/08/2022

STUDY PERIOD 3
Orientation Week Starts   12/09/2022
Orientation Week Ends   23/09/2022
Teaching Starts   19/09/2022
Census Date  07/10/2022
Teaching Ends   09/12/2022
Exam Week Starts   10/12/2022
Exam Week Ends   16/12/2022

STRUCTURE



The Australian Guild of Music Education (AGME) provides students with a breadth of disciplinary knowledge
and skill development for a range of professional contexts. We offer opportunities for beginners to learn new
skills and for those already established in their careers to upskill and gain further knowledge.
A range of employment opportunities for our graduates includes:

EXCEL IN YOUR CHOSEN CAREER

• Accompanist  
• Audio technician 
• Concert manager 
• Festival director  
• Film scorer 
• Music administrator
• Music arranger 
 • Music composer
• Music critic or reviewer 
• Music producer or sound engineer 
• Record producer or music director 
• Performer for bands, studio and live
recordings, film, theatre, television
and live events 
• Studio Music teacher 
• Project curator 
• Studio engineer 
• Sound artist 
• Touring soloist or ensemble member



At AGME you'll be taught by music industry and educational professionals from Australia and around the world. Our
academic staff are all committed, talented musicians and educators who are leaders in their fields and creative
masterminds. At AGME we foster to provide an environment that allows our students to feel connected, even with online
delivery. Below are a few members of our amazing academic team. Head to our website to meet more! 

LEARN FROM 

THE BEST

PROF.  MATTHEW FIELD (PHD) 

ACADEMIC DEAN 

CHAIR OF MUSICIANSHIP

Matthew completed his Bachelor of Music in piano performance under Dr Mikhail Solovei. While
studying his PhD through the University of Newcastle, he worked as a performer and educator.
Matthew has previously worked at the Melba Conservatorium of Music, has run workshops in
Australia, New Zealand, Singapore, Malaysia and the USA and has guest lectured in Singapore. He
teaches the Musicianship units for all year levels

Simone tutors in performance and coordinates academic governance support across the
organization. Her doctoral thesis examines the types of body movements, gestures, and postures
that musicians make in performance, how musicians perceive their own movements, and the ways
in which audiences understand non-verbal communication of performers. She has a Bachelor of
Music (Hons) in Advanced Flute Performance, Master of Philosophy in Music Studies (Performance
Studies), and is currently completing her Doctorate of Philosophy (Music Performance). 

PROF ANDREAS BOYDE

CHAIR OF PIANO PERFORMANCE

Andreas was born in Oschatz, Germany and studied in London at the Guildhall School of Music & Drama.
His solo recitals in renowned concert venues and appearances as soloist with such orchestras as the
London Philharmonic Orchestra, the Sächsische Staatskapelle Dresden, the Malaysian Philharmonic

Orchestra, the Prague Radio Orchestra, the Miami Symphony Orchestra, the Bolshoi Symphony
Orchestra, the Berliner Symphoniker and the Auckland Philharmonia Orchestra have secured Boyde’s

reputation as an esteemed performing artist. For the 2018/19 season, the Brandenburgisches
Staatsorchester Frankfurt appointed Andreas as the prestigious Artist in Residence before his relocation

to Australia.  

SIMONE MAURER (PHD CANDIDATE)

LECTURER MUSICIANSHIP & PERFORMANCE

PAUL WATT

PROFESSOR OF MUSICOLOGY

Paul Watt is Professor of Musicology at the Australian Guild of Music. His research interests include
musical, intellectual, literary, and religious history, biography, and street music. He is the author or editor

of seven books including the widely acclaimed Ernest Newman: A Critical Biography (2017) and The
Regulation and Reform of Music Criticism in Nineteenth-Century England (2018). He has published widely
in journals such as Music & Letters, the Royal Musical Association Research Chronicle, and Yale Journal of

Music & Religion. He is a Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts and the Royal Historical Society (UK).  

https://www.guildmusic.edu.au/our-people
https://www.guildmusic.edu.au/our-people


DR MEGAN BURSLEM

LECTURER 

UNIT COORDINATOR: MUSIC AS CULTURE

Megan lectures and leads the Music as Culture unit series. She is a long-time presenter on
ABC Classic, most recently on ABC Jazz Mornings daily. She is also an active participant in
Melbourne’s music education scene - actively mentoring musicians and music educators, and
guiding public discussion around music. She has a Bachelor of Music (Hons), Bachelor of Arts,
Master of Music (Performance), Master of Teaching (Secondary), Doctor of Philosophy
(Musicology & Ethnomusicology). 

Joining AGME in 2017, Caleb is the Senior Lecturer in Music Technology & Composition.  A
composer, director and performer, he has an impressive live performance career including hit
shows such as Come From Away.  As a studio musician his work has featured on several
releases, including supporting prominent performers.
Caleb is also involved in administrative student leadership. As Registrar he  contributes to
the Academic Board and strategic course direction.  He has a Bachelor of Music
(Performance, Honours), Master of Arts (Music Performance  & Technology). 

BETH WOOLLACOTT

HEAD OF PERFORMANCE & ARTS MANAGEMENT

CALEB GARFINKEL

SENIOR LECTURER & REGISTRAR

UNIT CO-ODINATOR: MODERN MUSIC CREATION

Joining AGME in late 2019, Beth leads the organization in its “back to fundamentals”
transformation. Beth has 20+ years working in the NFP Arts and Education Sector. As a

musician, director, producer and arts manager she has developed and presented work in 32
countries, leading significant cultural diplomacy initiatives for New Zealand and Australia. She

has commissioned works for international festivals and recording from composers such as
Paul Lewis, produced at Air Edel Studios in London, arranged recordings for the New Zealand

Symphony Orchestra among many other ensembles, toured orchestras and Music Theatre
works through 26 cities in China and arranged WW1 Commemorative works for New Zealand

in Ypres, Belgium. In Higher Education, Beth has worked with the University of the
Witwatersrand in South Africa, The Universities of Waikato and Victoria in New Zealand and

Melbourne University in Australia. She has strong ties to the Shanghai Conservatory of Music
and pre-COVID visited Shanghai on an annual basis. 



Keen to study the Bachelor of Music but not sure you're ready to get started just yet? 
Our certificate short courses work hand in hand with our Bachelor of Music units! That means
upon completion of your short course you can apply your studies to credit towards the
degree if you want to continue to study with AGME. 

We can also assess this previous studies to determine the best level of study for you!
We also give recognition to a wide range of studies including Graded Public Exams e.g.
AGME, IPVAEB, ABRSM, Trinity College London, vocational studies and other tertiary music
studies.

RECOGNITION OF PIROR LEARNING

DURATION & TERMS

MODE OF DELIVERY

x E-learning (online) 
x Distance/independent learning (un-timetabled) 
x Part-time / Full-time

Students are required to attend live online (timetabled) lectures and participate in tutorials as
well as undertake self study online (un-timetabled) via resources provided. You will also have
readings, exercises and assignments to do as well as an End of Term test and/or recital.

Your lectures are all pre-recorded. This lets you go at your own pace and watch the lecture or
parts of it again if you need to. You can feel secure while you study that the content you
need is at your finger tips and you can reach out to your lecturers and our professionals for
further advice.

Tutorials give you the opportunity for interaction and to ask questions. This is done through
LIVE-Online classrooms, pre-recorded tutorials or other forums where you submit questions,
recordings or your other work. You get feedback from staff and at times, from other students

 

All short courses are 14 weeks (1 term) 



CERTIFICATE OF

MODERN MUSIC

CREATION

LEVEL 1

Length Intakes Delivery Entry Fees
14 Weeks

1 Term Part Time
6 Levels available

January 31st 2022,
May 30th 2022

September 19th 2022

E-Learning
(LIVE Online)

Distance Learning

No prerequisites
Apply and start today!

$990 AUD per unit
 

Recognise and art iculate some of  the historical ,  social  and cultural  forces that  has
shaped music  from around the world

 

SKILLS DEVELOPED

Employ basic  research and storytel l ing techniques to present your interpretation
of a histor ical  event
 Synthesise and consol idate contemporary research
Undertake basic  scholarly work using music-specif ic  bibl iographic tools
Demonstrate a capacity for  independent cr i t ical  thought

 

CONTENT COVERED

Weekly topics covered include:
1 .  The Birth of  Music
2.  The Oldest  Living Musical  Culture On Earth:  Austral ian Aboriginal  Music
3.  Music  and War
4.  Music  for  Protest
5.  Storytel l ing in Music
6.  Women in Music :  Western Art  Music
7.  Women in Music :  The 21st  Century Music  Industry
8.  Music  Venues:  How architecture shaped music .
9.  Music  and Technology:  Recording Music
10.  Music  and Fi lm
11 .  Music  and Gaming
12.  Music  for  the Mind



CERTIFICATE OF 

MUSICIANSHIP

LEVEL 2

Length Intakes Delivery Entry Fees
14 Weeks

1 Term Part Time
6 Levels available

January 31st 2022,
May 30th 2022

September 19th 2022

E-Learning
(LIVE Online)

Distance Learning

Cert 1 or equivalent 
Contact us for more info

$990 AUD per unit
 

Create musical  col laborations that  can occur in the c lassroom, across the
internet ,  or  a combination of  both;  and be able to create col laborative projects
that involve real  t ime and/or distance communication as occurs in the
contemporary musical  world

 

SKILLS DEVELOPED

In this  unit  students wi l l  focus on the study of  ensemble playing and preparation for
leading group performance;  understand and create musical  col laborations that can
occur in the c lassroom, across the internet ,  or  a combination of  both;  and
demonstrate their  abi l i ty to create col laborative projects that  involve real  t ime
and/or distance communication as occurs in the contemporary musical  world.
This unit  is  more about ‘col laboration’  than physical  performance,  thus i t  fol lows
many contemporary-music  production methods

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Select  and perform a diverse and varied program of appropriate repertoire in a
group performance.
Develop and display leadership and ensemble ski l ls  when col laborating with
others to direct  and prepare musical  ensembles for  professional  performance,
equal ly showing pragmatic  leadership and attentive cooperation ski l ls .
Rehearse material  for  performance with ensembles.
Demonstrate communication and cr i t ical  ski l ls  through construct ive review of
peers and external  group performances.

1 .

2 .

3.
4.



CERTIFICATE OF 

MUSICIANSHIP

LEVEL 2

CONTENT

Each student presents at  least  one piece that he/she has personal ly arranged
and led.

Cert if icate of  Music  Technology Level  2 considers individual  progress made through
self-directed pract ice in the context  of  leading and playing with other musicians in
col laborative scenarios.  There are a number of  possible options for  students to
undertake in this  course,  and the choice of  option wil l  depend on the individual
student ’s  strengths and geographic location.  Al l  students wi l l  choose their  part icular
option,  in col laboration with other students and the permission of  the unit
coordinator .

These options include,  but  are not l imited to,  the fol lowing:

1 .

Attending students are placed into groups with other attending students.  Each
student prepares and runs one piece,  and performs as a member of  a group run by
another student .
Distance students form groups with local  musicians in their  area.  Students f i lm
rehearsals and submit  these recordings.

   2 .  External  intensive workshops for  distance students.  

Distance students meet col lect ively with oter  distance students and a supervision
from the faculty for  intensive workshops/tutorials ,  3-4 t imes over semester .  These
meetings would be in place of  weekly c lasses when run,  and be l ive streamed back
to campus.  The f inal  meeting would be a performance as per standard assessment
procedure.

  3 .Technology and alternative methods of  col laboration

Distance students share and contr ibute parts to videos/audio recordings.
Col laborative Musical  Studies functions as a col laborative recording rather than a
l ive performance,  e .g .  Kompoz.com. Students perform l ive to recordings/videos of
each other ’s  playing,  f i lming their  performance.  This is  s imilar  to 3.1 ,  but  i t  removes
the option of  mult iple takes and mult i tracking.  Such software as Bandlab,
BandHub.com. etc .  can be ut i l ised here.  Using tools l ike Kompoz,  BandHub,  Vampr
etc .  students can also interact  with musicians around the world and outside of  the
course.



www.guildmusic.edu.au
Head to our website to get started

READY 

TO 

APPLY?

TURN YOUR PASSION INTO

YOUR CAREER!
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or
Click here to enquire

Not sure which short  course is  best
for  you? Contact  us and we can
assist  you in choosing the correct
short  course for  you based on your
previous study and goals!

https://www.guildmusic.edu.au/
https://f.momentumtools.io/?form=v4_vimlqmshvynn

